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Sir: 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 

SfP 1 9 2003 



In response to the Official Action of 07/02/03, finally rejecting all claims 
(claims 59-71) for which a response was due 10/02/03, the Applicants request that the 
Examiner exercise his discretion and enter an amendment to the specification, clarifying 
the relationship between the two patents from which priority is claimed. The amendment 
was not entered before because the issue regarding the claim of priority was raised for 
the first time in the Official Action of 07/02/03. Moreover, the amendment is proper 
because it does not add new matter and would place the claims in better condition 
(relative the dates of the cited art) on appeal 



\ 



Underi 



PTO/SB/21 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I Paperwork Reduction act of 1995, no persona are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid O MB control number. 
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